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Paper IV

Sociology of Family, Marriage and Kinship
Unit-I

Family : Meaning, Definition, Characteristics of family, Origin of family , Types
and functions of family Recent changes in the family structure and
functions in India Major Studies on Family: I.P. Desai, A. M. Shah, P.
Kolenda.

Unit-1l

Marriage : Meaning, Definition, Traditional Forms of Hindu Marriage, Muslim
Marriage-Concept and Types of Marriage, Christian Marriage: Concept
and Procedure. Divorce and Widow remarriage, Changing Marriage
Practices

Unit-111

Kinship : Meaning, Kinship Terminology; Descent, Classification of Descent, Types
of Kinship (Consanguine and Affinal); Kinship Usages-Incest, Incest Taboo.

Unit-1V
Gender Relation Power Dynamics, Inheritance Succession, Authority, Gender, Sexuality and
Reproduction
Unit-V

Children, Youth and Elderly, Emotions and Family, Changing Care and support System, Domestic Violence
Crime against Women, Honour Killing, Family Law-Hindu Marriage Act, 1955, Dowry Act, 1962, Hindu
Succession Act, 1956, Adoption and Maintance Act. 1956.

Prescribed Readings:

1 Shobita Jain, Family, Marriage and Kinship in India, Rawat Publication Jaipur: 2004. (in Hindi)

Mahajan & Mahajan, Sociology of Kinship, Marriage and Family, Viviek Prakashan, Delhi: 2005
(in Hindi)

K.M. Kapadia, Marriage and Family in India.(in English and Hindi both)

Irawati Karve, Kinship Organiation in India.

I.P. Desai, Some Aspects of Family in Mahauva.

A.M. Shah, The Household, Dimensions of the Family in India.

Kolenda,P:Regional Differences in Family Structure in India,Rawat Publication Jaipur
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Fox,Robin:Kinship and Marriage An Anthropological Perspective:Harmondsworth Penguin Books
Ltd (in English and Hindi both)
9 Radcliffe Brown,A.R,Structure and Function in Primitive Society,London:Cohen and West,1952



